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POWERS VINDICATED
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TWRTHA RQUNTRZE: "U-2 pilot, Francis Gary Powers has had his day in courte = K

I

Tt has been a rewarding ome. After having undergons intsnaive, questioning, inoluding

#%a

a lie detector test, the CIA, as -well as the Senate Ar
Powsrs fulfilled his obligations to the CIA, he qondutted hinshlr as
and he did all he could do to carry out instruotiong. -, Fafija-ikis i -

- "For over 20 months, we have heardﬁo‘op],. l.buu ML
sulcidss As a matter of fact a lot of pedple have wanted
Nim a fair trial which seems much more uhAmsiican than

and then give .

3 acfusations they were

lavelling at Powers, without knowing the real story. We Are happy Francis Powers

has besn vindicated, and we were praying all along thathjwn the right. Because
about peopls until the fagts.i

wo dislike to belbve the worst 4

the faults too many have is the tadent for Jumping to: copel
fur our fellow man. o o R Gk
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first to want to disown him: However, the ‘boyp:

“If Powers had done anything wrong,

missions so important to the gecurity ortbeﬂqiwdm
t0se who contribute in the many different ways through
naly people have you heard say, 'Why didn't Powers i1}
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An, . Purhaps ons of

lack ofcompassion

8 .419. 10 ‘1088 heroes than -
vﬂO?bmlilhmnu. .- How o

on Capital Closeup not too long ago thet 4t was hot n&’f@r’;?g; God-fearing. person to

tace their life, and that we knew of no regulation thaif'oquued -suicide . in the event
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of caplure. Today this was confirmed.
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'Iven Sanator Richard Russell, Chairman of the- 8enate Armed Servives Comflttse,
salc he had not known that Powers was not undsr contract teo ki1l ‘hinself. Powers.said

<t was hie option, whether to take a poison pin with ; oh the flight

for siloide

Lit case he was captured. Said Powers; T chose 1o take it.' The QI4 ‘head, John A.

" McTone advised the House and Senate Subcomittéas_“ybaterdv' that Powers

had inctructions to do whats he could do to save his:own 1ife, 1if shot down' or captured.
The much talked about poison needle which figured prominently at ‘the trial, was taken
_ilong in case of torture, or whers Powsrs. at;hig'aﬁn _di‘scretion_ might c.‘poosq .suicide.

"iAlso CIA Director John McCone ‘told the Oongm'u'ionﬂ.pomnittees'today that the
=2 pilots were not spiss. As he explaimed it, they were chosen for their aviation
proficiency, physical stamina, emotional stability, and of cg')ur‘ge,persona.l_'uecm'ity.
Said McCone, they were not selscted or trained as esplonage agents, and the whols.

nature of the mission was far removed from the traditiordl

# Tom tue “reditiondl ‘espionape’ scenes’ Their
job was to fly the plane, and it was so demanding an asaignmqnt;"nid McCone, that on

completion of a mission, physical fatigue was a hasard on’ landing. -
"According to the testimony this afterroon, Powets.oéudd not have

done things

sy differently. He was, and is still, a good American, ‘R000rding to everyons, and

¢ nas been completely vindicated, and he remaing, &doording to the CIA
list; and will so remain indsfinitely.” R e
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